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Pat Roof     Pat has been beading for 12 years. She started out with a loom and moved on from there learning 
many different beading techniques.  She is self-taught and loves sharing her passion for  
exploring creative expression through the medium of beads.  �
 
Kira Nelson   Kira has many years of experience in various visual arts forms. She studied studio arts and educa-
tion at the University of New Hampshire, and as a graduate student she taught in the arts  
department in both a high school & elementary school.  Kira then began designing jewelry and taught beadwork 
classes at Bead Shine in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for over two years before moving back to Connecticut. 
 
Kelly Anne McKee   Kelly has 37 years bead-stringing experience and has taught at F.I.T. of New York City 
(through the Bead Society of New York) and Beadworks of South Norwalk.  Kelly’s work has been featured in a 
presentation of Art Deco jewelry at the Ferguson Library in Stamford, and she has been in a group show, “Jewelry, 
Jewelry, Jewelry”, at the Wave Gallery in New Haven.  In addition, articles about her work have been published in 
“Bead & Button” magazine, Family Circle’s “Weekend Crafts”, and the Westport News.   
 
Laura McLean  Laura first learned basic beading techniques in high school working at a “hippie” store making 
necklaces & earrings. She picked up jewelry making again some 25 years later with several metal casting classes.  
Laura began creating wirework jewelry and teaches basic wirework  at a center for homeless woman in New Ha-
ven.   
 
Kristen LaViola   Kristen is a self-taught jewelry designer, who has been making jewelry for 6 years.  Her mission 
to bring the wearer of her creations the manifestation of their hopes & dreams in beauty. She is the owner of Mani-
fest Beads, Manifest Jewelry, Manifest Rosaries, and Sorella Bridal Jewelry. She enjoys working in wire, and spe-
cializes in semi-precious stones.  
 
Barbara Richard  Barbara lives in Guilford, CT and teaches beadwork in area shops. 
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